17th March 2016
To consultations@tfl.gov.uk

Response to Consultation on Changes to the King's Cross gyratory
This response to the consultation on changes to the King's Cross gyratory, is from
Camden Cycling Campaign and from Islington Cyclists’ Action Group, the local
borough groups of London Cycling Campaign (LCC). We represent the interests of
cyclists living or working in the boroughs of Camden and Islington. We consulted
members and others by email, on our website and on CycleScape about this issue.
We welcome the opportunity to make suggestions about improving the gyratory. We
start from the position that prioritising people who walk and cycle and then the bus
users is more important than returning to two-way working for all modes in all of the
roads that comprise the gyratory.
With LCC, we have developed a far-reaching proposal that would make cycling
significantly safer and more convenient and greatly improve bus journey times.
Pedestrians would also benefit from fewer motor traffic movements.
Introduction
The current Kings Cross gyratory fails all users. We welcome the plan to make
improvements and support TfL’s stated aims for those improvements1:
Accommodate planned growth and support anticipated increase in footfall.
•
Improve safety for all road users, particularly pedestrians and cyclists.
•
Better balance the impact of traffic with the need to create an improved place to
•
live, work and visit.
Improve cycling facilities throughout the area and support new cycle routes
•
developed as part of the Mayor of London's Vision for Cycling.
Make it easier for pedestrians to move through the area and access public
•
transport.
Provide appropriate facilities for taxis, private hire vehicles, coaches and
•
freight.
Maintain high quality bus routes in the area while balancing overall traffic
•
demand.
Improve local air quality and street environment.
•
TfL proposes to make the main roads through the gyratory (Caledonian Road,
Pentonville Road, York Way, Gray’s Inn Road and Penton Rise) two way for motor
vehicles. But their proposed cycle routes are indirect.
All of the above main roads carry large volumes of motor vehicles, orders of
magnitude greater than the measure of 2000 PCUs per day, above which it is
essential to provide segregated cycle infrastructure. Sharing bus lanes is not
acceptable.
These roads are heavily used for cycling and are the most direct for crossing the
area and for accessing the major destinations in the Knowledge Quarter. But not
one of them is mentioned as a proposed cycle movement. It would be unacceptable
for a major redesign to go ahead without addressing the causes of two tragic deaths
and number of injuries. Kings Cross is a gateway to the rest of country and to
international destinations. It is therefore vital that cycling should be a part of long
distance travel which makes it essential to remove the deterrent to cycling caused by
the dangerous roads surrounding the stations.
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From <https://tfl.gov.uk/travel-information/improvements-and-projects/kings-cross-and-euston-road>

Minimum requirements for cycle routes through the gyratory
There should be a high-quality east-west and a high-quality north-south cycle route
on the above main roads. By high-quality we mean a fully segregated, high capacity
route with properly protected junctions.TfL's LCDS advocates a ‘network first design
approach’ in which parallel cycle routes should be less than 400m apart. Given the
vibrancy of the Kings Cross area, we expect to see a dense grid of safe cycling
routes in line with TfL guidance. Figure 1 shows our proposed N-S and E-W routes in
blue – the east-west GRID route on Tavistock Place is 350m to the south of Euston
Road and CS6 on Judd Street is approximately 375m from Grays Inn Road.

Figure 1: Cycle routes
East-West cycle route
The only possible alignment for an east-west route is on the Inner Ring Road
(Euston Road and Pentonville Road). Euston Road is already two-way and has
sufficient capacity to accommodate a high-quality cycle route. Pentonville Road east
of King’s Cross Bridge is about 12m wide, so two-way working and segregated cycle
infrastructure should fit in. We could therefore accept a proposal for two-way working
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on the condition that high-quality cycle infrastructure is included. This looks feasible
if the contraflow bus lane and hatched area are removed and the right turn into
Lorenzo Street is banned. Pentonville Road between York Way and Kings Cross
Bridge is too narrow for two-way cycle infrastructure plus two-way working for motor
traffic. Therefore we reject the suggestion that this section should have two-way
working for motor traffic. To complete an east-west cycle route, it is essential to
provide two-way cycle infrastructure in this section. There already is an eastbound
advisory cycle lane that could be replaced by a segregated cycle track. With
additional space for westbound cycling there is room only for a single eastbound
motor lane – for use by Ring Road traffic. Westbound motor traffic on Pentonville
Road should go via King’s Cross Bridge but not turn up towards York Way (i.e. use
the westbound slip road up to Euston Road).
North-South cycle route
The potentially most promising alignment south of the gyratory is on Gray’s Inn Road
– south of Acton Street it has two-way working and the carriageway is around 11m
wide (between kerbs) all the way to High Holborn.
The narrowness of Caledonian Road, particularly by the canal bridge makes it a poor
choice for a high-quality cycle route.
Most of York Way is wide enough for high-quality cycle infrastructure and two-way
working for motor vehicles. The short narrow section at the southern end of York
Way can accommodate 2 way cycling with one-way northbound bus movements.
The main challenge is to get a safe two-way cycle route between Gray’s Inn Road
north of King’s Cross Bridge and the southern end of York Way. Since the section of
Gray’s Inn Road north of the westbound slip road to Euston Road is very narrow
(about 6-7 m wide), this should be reserved for use only by two-way cycles.
Any other northbound motor vehicle traffic needs to be directed to Caledonian Road.
TfL’s proposal to make Caledonian Road two way will make this feasible. All motor
vehicles can use a two-way Penton Rise on routes between Euston/Angel and
Farringdon.
We propose that York Way should be for northbound buses and two-way cycles only,
at least as far as Goodsway, with segregated cycle tracks and bus stop bypasses.
The junction at Goodsway should provide a bus and cycle gate 2.
Access between Caledonian Road and York Way north of Goodsway should be
designed so that there is no additional motor traffic load on Goodsway or on
Copenhagen Street, both of which are on a Grid route. The latter requires the motor
traffic load to be reduced to below 2000 PCUs per day.
To provide non-through access to York Way south of Goodsway for general motor
vehicles, we suggest a one-way circuit using Caledonia Street, Balfe Street and
Railway Street. We discuss Wharfedale Road below.
The section of Gray’s Inn Road north of St Chad’s Street must be designed to take
cycles safely to and from York Way while westbound motor vehicle traffic from King’s
Cross Bridge heads on the slip road towards Euston Road.
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The 390 bus route southbound could run via Goodsway and Midland Road.

Figure 2: Motor traffic routes
Motor traffic routes
The above proposals make a significant reduction in the choice of route for general
motor traffic through the gyratory in that use of the following roads will be restricted:
• York Way and Grays Inn Road between Goodsway and Acton Street;
• Pentonville Road to remain one way eastbound betweem York Way and
Caledonian Road.
Figure 2 shows that direct routes are available for motor traffic through the gyratory.

Sustainable use of the remaining roads in the gyratory
These roads are Swinton Street, Acton Street, Wharfedale Road, King’s Cross Road,
Pancras Road, Midland Road and Goodsway.
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Figure 3: Bus routes
Bus routes
Figure 3 shows a proposal for an efficient routing of buses through the gyratory on
the above motor traffic routes and in addition on:
•Grays Inn Road: nos 17, 45 and 46;
•Midland Road, southbound and Pancras Road, northbound: nos 45, 46 and 63;
•Kings Cross Road, northbound: no 63.
•Route 17 uses Kings Cross Bridge in both directions between Caledonian Road and
Grays Inn Road.
•Route 63 uses Penton Rise southbound and Kings Cross Road northbound.
We suggest that the bus stands be moved from York Way to Kings Cross Road so as
to avoid using Goodsway to get to the start of their route.
Kings Cross Road
With a bus stop and bus stands for northbound buses, there needs to be segregated
cycle infrastructure to enable people to benefit from the proposed crossings over
Pentonville Road to Northdown Street and Calshot Street (see Figure 1).
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Quiet residential streets: Swinton Street, Acton Street and Wharfedale Road
Swinton Street will not be needed for the A501 westbound route so can be made two
way. Neither Acton Street nor Wharfedale Road will be needed for through bus
routes.
All of these roads should be filtered to prevent through motor traffic, in line with
proposals from the local residents – e.g. ‘Cally South residents’. This would also
reduce motor traffic below the threshold of 2000 PCUs per day, enabling them to
become useful quiet road cycle links.
Midland Road
We can see the benefit of allowing motor traffic heading to Camden Town to use
Midland Road northbound. However, it is essential that any introduction of two-way
motor traffic does not detract from the excellence of the new two-way cycle route.
• northbound motor traffic should not be allowed to turn right under the bridge at
Pancras Road – to avoid a rat-run to York Way via Goodsway;
• there definitely is not room for a Bus Stop for northbound buses.
Pancras Road
Since St Pancras International opened in 2007, only taxis and bikes can travel
southbound. Northbound also allows other motor vehicles for drop offs, pick ups and
access to the Car Park. But to prevent rat running along Goodsway, northbound
motor vehicle should be banned from turning right into Goodsway.
Goodsway
This is an essential part of an east-west Grid route and provides access to the
University of the Arts and the multitude of other organisations in Kings Cross Central.
Although it seems impractical to ban through motor traffic, its options need to be
limited (e.g. by banning right turns from Midland Road and Pancras Road as above).
It also needs to have suitable cycle infrastructure, for example, 2-m wide stepped
tracks. If the width is insufficient, them motor traffic could be restricted to one-way
westbound – as it was during the period while the gas holders were being resited.

Our proposals for two-way and one-way working
Figure 4 summarises the way in which we proppse that the roads through the
gyratory should be shared by the users – the people cycling, the bus users and
those that travel by other motor vehicles.
• with through private motor traffic restricted to a smaller number of main roads,
conditons for walking should improve;
• there will be a pair of high-quality cycle routes through the centre of the gyratory –
north-south and east-west;
• because the westbound routes can use Pentonville Road with only a very short
loop at Kings Cross Bridge, bus journeys and journeys by private motor vehicles
through the gyratory will be considerably shorter than at present.
This is a radical proposal but we believe that anything with less provision for people
who cycle will be inadequate.
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Figure 4: Our proposals for two-way and one-way working

Jean Dollimore, jean@dollimore.net, Camden Cycling Campaign Committee
John Ackers, johnhackers@gmail.com, Islington Cyclists’ Action Group Committee
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